1. Potential Verbs

Unité

| can read Japanese newspapers.

The potential form indicates that a person has the ability to do something, or that the situation tenders

something possible.
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To make a sentence with the potential form, the particle

ui{in

is changed to “#Y" .

NAL U A
Example!) /£ F#[Z =£9 ., (I write Chinese characters.)

}
j%/v %I%Hi’s“o (I can write Chinese characters.)
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However, no change occurs in case of “C" , “[Z" |, "~\7

» L1 JEAR AR ©
Example2) BA B, RFZENITZEF, (I go to the university tomorrow.)
}
»H LI A
B B . K”%A Hiﬂko (1 can go fo the university tomorrow.)

b L
‘55" (to be), "5 (to understand) and “%=2%" (to know) cannot be changed into the potential

form.

2. LW
The phrase “/EL#A 7\ indicates the possibility of occurrence. The degree of possibility is lower than
that of “~72%9" (should) or “~[ZHANNN" (must).
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Examplel) (The sky is getting cloudy.) Fﬁﬁ\ %f) tinE A, (It may rain.)
Example2) (I think | have a little fever.) mEZWEnELEH A, (I might have caught a cold.)
Example3) (I'm not sure, but) ?&(ifi%éhﬁ‘%t%i%@o (He may be Sato-san.)

This phrase cannot apply fo an interrogative senfence.

E ok Lx > 29
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