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Unit 17 I can sing Japanese songs. 
Can-do 

Can-do 1 Able to talk and ask questions about hobbies. 

Can-do 2 Able to talk about what one can and can't do. 

 
Grammar  
 
1. Dictionary form of verbs 
 

So far Japanese verb have been introduced in the form which ends with ‘ます’. It is called ま
す form of verbs. However, the verbs in a dictionary are given not in the ます form, but in the 
“Dictionary form (dict.-form)”. The dictionary forms are often used in ‘non-polite style’ 
conversation. Note that ます form is polite enough for almost all occasion while the non-polite style 
conversation is used only among close friends. 

      
Example あした  いきますか？ 

     (Do you go tomorrow ?; polite style) 
   

 あした いく？ 
     (Do you go tomorrow ?; non-polite style) 

 
Verbs are classified into three groups: 1 Group-verbs (consonant-root verbs), 2 Group-verbs 

(vowel-root verbs), and Irregular verbs. 
 
 

1 Group-verbs 2 Group-verbs
ます form dict.-form meaning ます form dict.-form meaning 

aimasu 
あいます 

au 
あう 

to meet imasu 
います 

iru 
いる 

to be 

kakimasu 
かきます 

kaku 
かく 

to write okimasu 
おきます 

okiru 
おきる 

to get up 

1 Group-verbs 2 Group-verbs 
ます form dict.-form meaning ます form dict.-form meaning 

oyogimasu 
およぎます 

oyogu 
およぐ 

to swim nemasu 
ねます 

neru 
ねる 

to sleep 

hanashimasu 
はなします 

hanasu 
はなす 

to talk tabemasu 
たべます 

taberu 
たべる 

to eat 

ma(ch)imasu 
まちます 

ma(ts)u 
まつ 

to wait Irregular-verbs
ます form dict.-form meaning 

shinimasu 
しにます 

shinu 
しぬ 

to die kimasu 
きます 

kuru 
くる 

to come 
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yomimasu 
よみます 

yomu 
よむ 

to read shimasu 
します 

suru 
する 

to do 

kaerimasu 
かえります 

kaeru 
かえる 

to return  

 
 
2．わたしのしゅみは V（dictionary form）ことです。 

A verb in the dictionary form + koto can explain one’s hobby more concretely than simply 

using a noun. 

 
Example 1    しゅみはサッカーです。  (My hobby is soccer.) 

Example 2  わたしのしゅみは、サッカーを見
み

ることです。 
             (My hobby is watching soccer (games). 
 
  
3．N が できます。 
 
  N を V(dict.-form) ことが  できます。                    

This pattern expresses ability or possibility. ‘こと koto’functions to change the 
preceding phrase into a noun phrase. 
 

Example１   マリアさんは フランスごが  できます。 
          (Maria can speak French.) 

Example 2   マリオさんは  ギターを ひく ことが できます。 
          (Mario can play the guitar.) 

Unit 18 I go shopping at the supermarket. 
Can-do 

Can-do You can tell your schedule. 
 

Grammar 
 
1．“てte form of verbs” 

The formation of te-form varies with the groups. 
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