| Writing and sound system of the Japanese Language |

Three writing systems are employed together in writing Japanese. They are
Kanji(Chinese characters), Hiragana and Katakana. In addition, Romaji (the
Romanization by alphabets) is used in certain special cases.

Kanji was introduced into Japan in ancient times. After their introduction, two other
writing method were gradually developed. One is Hiragana, derived from the cursive
style of Kanji, the other is Katakana, derived from parts of Kanji.

Most words are written in Kanji, Hiragana, or a combination of the two. Katakana is
normally used to represent foreign words, loan words, or mimetic sounds. Most of

Japanese loan words came from English words.
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represents a long vowel. ‘C’ and ‘V’ represent ‘consonants’ and ‘vowels’
respectively.

Each Hiragana or Katakana represents a vowel or a consonant and vowel. We are
going to introduce you how to read and write Japanese characters step by step.

Next part will introduce basic Hiragana and Romanization.

(NOTE: ‘:’ represents long vowel in this booklet.)

a i u e o]

Hiragana & /A 9 . B

Katakana 7 A 7 T 7

‘K'and vowel ka Ki ku ke ko
Hiragana 7> X < I F =

Katakana Vil X 7 A o1

‘s’ or ‘sh’ and vowel sa shi su se SO
Hiragana = L h H

Katakana A N A + V4

‘t", ‘ch’, or ‘ts’ and vowel ta chi tsu te to
Hiragana - 15 o < Ll

Katakana A A 7 va k

‘n’ and vowel na ni nu ne no
Hiragana 7R \z ) 2 D




Katakana | = X s J
‘h’ or ‘¥ and vowel ha hi fu he ho
Hiragana I [0) S ~ S
Katakana N | 4 N 7R
‘m’ and vowel ma mi mu me mo
Hiragana ES WAY 7o hp) 3
Katakana < 3 A A +
‘y’(half-vowel)and vowel ya yu yo
Hiragana 2 P i
Katakana g A =)
‘r and vowel ra ri ru re ro
Hiragana ) 9 A gy A
Katakana 4 Y JL 5% =
‘w’ and vowel wa (w)o
Hiragana y® Z
Katakana ) =
‘g’ and vowel ga gl gu ge go
Hiragana 7 X < T -l
Katakana Vil X 4 v =
‘Z’ or ' and vowel za ji Zu ze Z0
Hiragana X C g NEA -
Katakana H % 7y ¥ )
‘d’, ', or ‘Z and vowel da ji zZu de do
Hiragana | 72 (b)) | (9) T g
Katakana | 4 () | (V) va N
*The letters in ( ) are seldom used.
‘b’ and vowel ba bi bu be bo
Hiragana X [0) BN ~ B4
Katakana A g v ~ R
‘P’ and vowel pa pi pu pe po
Hiragana X [0) 53 ~2 IF




Katakana 2N £’ 7 iRy
‘ky’ and vowel kya kyu kyo
Hiragana | & % T Xk
Katakana | ¢ ¢ X = X =
‘sh’ and vowel sha shu sho
Hiragana | | % L@ L Xk
Katakana | /% =1 =
‘ch’ and vowel cha chu cho
Hiragana | + %> 5w [P
Katakana | F ¢ F o I =
‘ny’ and vowel nya nyu nyo
Hiragana | (2 % ) \Z Xk
Katakana | — ¢ = -3
‘hy’ and vowel hya hyu hyo
Hiragana | % O O X
Katakana | b ¥ = E =
‘my’ and vowel mya myu myo
Hiragana | Zx o IR P I X
Katakana | = RN N
‘ry’ and vowel rya ryu ryo
Hiragana | 1) % D D r
Katakana | U U =2 U 3
‘gy’ and vowel gya gyu gyo
Hiragana | X % = s
Katakana | ¢ ¢ X = ¥ =
I’ and vowel ja ju jo
Hiragana | U % Lo Cx
Katakana | 3% 2 g
‘by’ and vowel bya byu byo
Hiragana | (N0 (O [ B=
Katakana | t % [y =
‘py’ and vowel pya pyu pyo
Hiragana | Tf%> (O [O)P=
Katakana | £’ |g=s E g




ISyllable and Mora

There is a basic unit ‘Mora’ in Japanese sound system. Moras are almost the same as
syllables, but there are some slight differences. For example: “7>7- L(I) has three
moras and in this case the moras are the same as syllables. However, “}5 & 9 &
/U (father) has three syllables: (¥,/& 9/ A) |, but five moras: (./°& /95
)

And “ X - T”(stamp) has two syllables: (£ > ,C) but three moras (X,
<) .

So a syllable with a long vowel, “& 9>, or a syllable with “/A,”sound,” < /A
consists of two moras. Similarly, “X > which includes double consonant has

three moras.

Listen to the sound. Which did you hear?

oji-san
H 1.BLC = /u(uncle, middle aged man)
ojii-san

2.3 U\ & Au(grandfather, old man)

oji-san
2) 1.BLC = /u(uncle, middle aged man)
ojii-san

2.3 UV & Au(grandfather, old man)

saka
3) 1. S 7)3(slope)
sakka
2. & 2 7> (author, writer)

saka



4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

1. 7)>(slope)
sakka
2.3 7)>(author, writer)
ki-no-hako
1. & D E Z (wooden box)
kin-no-hako

2. X A®D 13 Z (golden box)

ki-no-hako
1. & D E Z (wooden box)
kin-no-hako

2. X /D 13 Z (golden box)

oba-san

1.331E & A(aunt, middle aged woman)

obaa-san

2BIEH I A (grandmother, old woman)

oba-san

1.331E & A(aunt, middle aged woman)

obaa-san

2.BIEH I A (grandmother, old woman)

kite

1. & C(Please come)
kitte

2. % o C(stamp)

kite
1. & C(Please come)
kitte
2. X o C(stamp)



-Sama

1) 1. ~ SEMr[],Ms[])

sanma

2.3 NF (a Pacific saury; a kind of fish)

-Sama

12) 1. ~ SFEMr[],Ms[])

sanma

2.3 NF (a Pacific saury; a kind of fish)

Useful Daily Expressionf EE

Ohayo: gozaimasu.

BIXELH>ZTIVETS

Good morning.

Kon-nichi-wa.

= bk Hello.

Konban-wa. ]

= JE Ik Good evening.

Sayo:nara.

XEak0 Good-bye !

Hajimemashite.

TUOELT How do you do ?

Itte  kimasu. ) ) .
WoTXFEF I'm leaving [going] now. a greeting phrase.

Itte  rasshai.

WO Tho Lo

See you (later). A greeting phrase.

Tadaima.

=N E

Hello, I'm back [home]. a greeting phrase.

O-kaeri nasai.

BN W

Welcome back [home]. a greeting phrase.

O-saki-ni shitsure: shimasu.

BxxizL2nvnwWwLE

Good-bye (the literal meaning is “ I’'m leaving before

you”) a greeting phrase.




‘é—«

O-tsukare-sama-deshita. Good-bye. a greeting phrase to a person who goes

BorhEETLE home after work.

Arigato:-gozaimasu.

B RL =Kk Thank you.

Sumimasen. Excuse me. / I’m sorry. / Thank you.
ThHEREA

G(?men-nasai. I’m sorry.

TR EN

Chotto matte kudasai.

H ok F o T <72 | Waitaminute.
<42




|Classroom Expressi0n|

Hajimemasho:.

ZCOEL XD Let’s begin.
Kiite kudasai. ‘
XV T L 7FEwn Please Listen.
Itte kudasai.

Wo T XN Please say.
Kaite kudasai. o
NNT <X Write it down, please.
Mite kudasai.

BT <R Please look.
Mo ichido.

Ho WhHE Once more.
Issho—ni do: zo.

Wo Lxizc EF9F All together.

Wakarimashitaka.

DOy F L7 Do you understand?
Hai.

A Yes.

Iie.

AYAY-4 No.

Ii-desu.

WNTT That’s fine.
Chigaimasu.

BENRNE T That’s incorrect.
Yasumimasho:.

v%)‘a"%\\i L9 Let’s have a break.
Owarimasho:.

BHOELED Let’s stop here.




