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56 The Innovative Potential Suffix in Tokyo

Graphs show the usage of the innovative poter:t:al suffix seen in such words as mifrery, ‘can see,'
or taberenai, ‘cannot eat’ (traditional forms for each word are mirarery and taberarenai ). Data was
taken from recordings ef the natural speech of Tokyo speakers.

The top graph shows that the length of the stems srrongly determines the usage of the innovative
form. That is, the mnovative form does not appear at all with slems of 3 or more morac.

T the hattom graph, the black dots represent speakers who used the potential more than ten
times: the white dots less than ten times. The frequency of the innovative form shows a strong
correlation with the age of the informants, which is particularly emphasized in the younges
informants.

Reference; Matsada, Kenjird (1983) Dissecting annlagcal leveling quantitatively: the case of the moevative
potential suffix m Tokyo Japanese, Langwals Variation and Change 5-1.
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New potential form for
vowel-stem verbs

* 0Yyog-u
« 0Yyog-eru
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vowel-stem verbs consonant-stem verbs
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y -rareru
« H5 de- ¢ %D mat-u
¢ ?Eé kI-I'U ° %< kak_u
« BR% tabe-ru + I3 yob-u

« ®2E5  oki-ru
« E§LC% shinji-ru
-« 2% oboe-ru
« & Z Bkangae-ru

« 7< oyog-u
e 4 yom-u
* 3£ shin-u
« 59 kas-u
« 7% hashir-u
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vowel verbs

e HA4 der-u
-eru

¢« HAH Kir-u

- BR% taber-u
o« F2EH okir-u
« L% shinjir-u
- ®Z% oboer-u
« #Z % bkangaer-u

REEA. u-verbs,

consonant verbs

e FD mat-u

. B kaku

« 5% yob-u
« 7%< oyog-u
« F&d> yom-u
* 3£ shin-u
« B9 kas-u

* X

=4 hashir-u
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Vowel-stem verbs becoming

more like consonant- stem verbs
° E.I- %EIE: _\g/\b;h/é > :_\ /\*Lé

Potential forms taber-eru
- TS XRE BETHA - ETH

Imperitive forms suter-e

® _-%:lEL.\ E}J %EIE, JL.CJ:5 —> JL.55
Volitional forms ager-o

BEXRE HA — HibA
Negative forms der-an
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